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Dear Colleagues and Friends,

On behalf of the Organizing and Scientific Committee I have the special pleasure and honor to 
invite you to the joint Meeting of BCLF, GSCC-CB coorganized with the AFCB- EFLM LM4MS 
Second Conference.  The main theme of this Conference will be the Laboratory Medicine in 
the Mediterranean area. The whole event is organized under the auspices of IFCC and of the 
University of Crete, and will take place from October 2nd to 5th, 2022 in Heraklion, Crete, 
Greece.

The Main Conference (and all the Satellite Symposia) will be conducted in a fully hybrid way 
(physical presence and zoom presentation streamed online) in order to comply the current 
Health Protocols for the organization of conferences and to allow to attend as much as 
possible delegates and presenters.

The aim of this conference is to initiate discussions between Laboratory Scientists and 
Clinicians that are in the front line of providing medical services to refugees and immigrants 
around the Mediterranean Area, and to propose to Health Authorities the best solutions for 
laboratory testing and health screening on the mobile societies settlements (hot spots, camps 
etc.).

This will help to evaluate precisely the health and medical needs of the mobile populations 
as also as to identify problems that arise to host countries and their populations, in order to 
propose solutions.

Target audience is specialized laboratory scientists (Biochemists, Chemists, Biologists, 
Microbiologists, Pathologists, etc.) from Greece and abroad, as well as clinicians involved in 
treating mobile and local populations and healthcare administrators.

During the conference there will be presentations of distinguished Greek and foreign 
scientists, Symposia, Round Tables, as also as exhibition of IVD instruments and reagents and 
Satellite Symposia organized from IVD Companies for the presentation of new methodologies 
and/or instrumentation.

Heraklion is the capital city of Crete, the big Island at the center of Eastern Mediterranean 
area, hosting a University, many Research Centers, big Hospitals and Clinical Laboratories with 
a broad spectrum of specialization and size.

Heraklion, also known as Iraklio, is a port city and is also known for the Palace of Knossos, just 
outside the city. The huge archaeological site dates back thousands of years to the Minoan 
civilization, and includes frescoes and baths. Guarding the city’s Venetian port is the 16th-
century Koules fortress. Heraklion Archaeological Museum has a large collection of Minoan 
art.

Looking forward to welcoming you in Heraklion in October 2022,

Dr. Konstantinos Makris
Conference President
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SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM COMMITTEE

CONFERENCE ORGANIZING COMMITTEE

Chair: Christos Tsatsanis University of Crete (UOC)

Abderazek Hedili (TN) AFCB

Osama Najjar (PT) AFCB

Christian Hadad (LB) AFCB

Dobrin Svinarov (BG) BCLF

Tomris Ozben (TR) EFLM 

Mario Plebani (IT) EFLM

Sergio Bernadini (IT) IFCC

Michael Neumaier (DE) EFLM

Sverre Sandeberg (NO) EFLM

Eleni Bairaktari (GR) GSCC-CB

Alexander Haliassos President of the G.S.C.C.-C.B

Evgenia Konsta G.S.C.C.-C.B Board Secretary

Niki Malliaraki University of Crete

Maria Venichaki University of Crete

Yannis Sdranis University of Ioannina

Nikolaos Galiatsatos Hippokrateion Hospital

Congress Secretariat: Sofia Kourbassi

UNDER THE AUSPICES OF

ATTENDANCE: 

Physical (expected): 250+ by streaming (expected) 2000+.

PUBLICATION:

A special issue of an indexed international Journal will be published 

with manuscripts related to each presentation.
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Day 1 
OCTOBER 2

14:00-15:30 REGISTRATION

15:30-16:15 WELCOME MESSAGES

Abderrazek Hedhili LM4MS Chair

Crete Academic Authorities

Khosrow Adeli, IFCC President

Osama Najjar, AFCB President

Tomris Ozben, EFLM President

Dobrin Svinarov, BCLF President

Alexander Haliassos, GSCC-CB President

16:15-17:00 OPENING LECTURE
Moderation: Christos Tsatsanis (GR) - Osama Najjar (PT)

Health Screening of refugees: policies and practices  
Christos Lionis (GR)

SESSION 1: Improving immigrant and refugee access to primary care (I)

Moderation:  Konstantinos Makris (GR) - Abderazek Hedhili (TN)

17:00 - 17:30 TESTING FOR MALNUTRITION AND SKELETAL HEALTH IN CHILDREN OF 
REFUGEES AND IMMIGRANTS
Artemis Doulgeraki (GR)

17:30 - 18:00 SCREENING FOR KIDNEY DISEASES IN THE CAMP: WHICH TOOLS FOR 
THE BEST EFFICIENCY?
Pierre Delanaye (BE)

18:00 - 18:30 HEALTH SCREENING FOR WOMEN IN THE CAMP
Ioannis Mouzalas (GR) 

18:30 - 19:00 TOXICOLOGY AND DRUGS OF ABUSE TESTING IN THE CAMP
Abderrazek Hedhili (TN) 

WELCOME COCKTAIL
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Day 2 
OCTOBER 3

08:30 - 09:00 ORAL PRESENTATIONS
Moderation: Dimitris Rizos (GR) 

08:30 - 08:40 ASSOCIATION OF SERUM CARBOXYLATED AND UNDERCARBOXYLATED OSTEOCALCIN 
WITH INDICES OF OBESITY, GLYCEMIA, AND CORONARY ATHEROSCLEROSIS DISEASE IN 
SYRIAN MEN
Shahrour Hosam Eddin (SY)

08:40 - 08:50 MIRNA PROFILING AND WEIGHT LOSS: DIRECTED ACYCLIC GRAPHS PATHWAYS ON META-
BOLIC HORMONAL MARKERS IN BARIATRIC SURGERY
M. Demerdash Hala (EG)

08:50 - 09:00 PROTEOMIC ANALYSIS REVEALS POSSIBLE BIOMARKERS OF Q-FEVER
Lyratzakis Alexandros (GR)

09:00 - 09:30 LECTURE 1
Moderation: Giannis Mouzalas (GR) - Ali Aythem (KSA)
THE “REAL WORLD” OF REFUGEES AND MIGRANTS IN THE MEDITERRANEAN AREA
Gianluca Rocco (IOM)

SESSION 2: How to make Easier and Wider the Implementation of Emerging Technologies

Moderation:  Bernard Gouget (FR) - Ioannis Papassotiriou (GR)

09:30 - 10:00 HEALTH TECHNOLOGY ASSESSMENT: “THE 6W”
(WHO, WHAT, WHERE, WHEN,  WHY, WHERE , WHEREBY) 
Sergio Bernardini (IT)

10:00 -10:30 HOW TO APPLY THE USUAL QUALITY ASSESSMENT TOOLS TO AI LABMED APPLICATIONS
Damien Gruson (BE)

10:30 - 11:00 IMPLEMENTING NEONATAL DIABETES DIAGNOSIS AND MONITORING
Ioannis Papassotiriou (GR) 

11:00 - 11:30 COFFEE BREAK

SESSION 3: POCT applications in the diagnosis and screening of transmissible diseases

Moderation: Sverre Sandberg (NO) - Adnan Al-Khatib (SY)  

11:30 - 12:00 POCT MOLECULAR BIOLOGY TESTS FOR INFECTIOUS DISEASES 
Florence Doucet Populaire (FR) 

12:00 - 12:30 PROFICIENCY TESTING-ENSURING QUALITY IN ALL ASPECTS OF POCT 
Sverre Sandberg (NO) 

12:30 - 13:00 SENSOR SYSTEMS APPLICATIONS FOR THE MOLECULAR ANALYSIS AT POC
Electra Gizeli (GR) 

13:00 - 13:30 RAPID ANALYSIS OF EMERGING AND MULTIRESISTANT INFECTIONS IN REFUGEE CENTERS
Mariam Klouche (DE) 

13:30 - 14:30 SATELITE SYMPOSIUM
Sponsored by Snibe
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Day 2 
OCTOBER 3

14:30-15:30 LIGHT LUNCH

SESSION 4: Laboratory Medicine Sustainability in the Mediterranean area: how to make a 

collaborative network between North and South Mediterranean Countries

Moderation:  Tomris Ozben (TR) EFLM President - Christian Haddad (LB)

15:30-16:00 LABORATORY MEDICINE WITH REDUCED RESOURCES AROUND THE MEDITERRANEAN 
SEA- KEY PERFORMANCE INDICATORS SELECTION AND IMPLEMENTATION
Shannan Ghassan (SY) 

16:00 - 16:30 INTER - LABORATORY EXCHANGE OF KNOWLEDGE AND TECHNOLOGY
AROUND OUR SEA - A MATTER FOR YOUNG SCIENTIST
Rania Abu Seir (PLE) 

16:30 - 17:00 INTER-LABORATORY EXCHANGE ON HEREDITARY METABOLIC DISEASES:
AN ASSET IN NORTH-SOUTH TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER.
Layachi Chabraoui (MA) 

17:00 - 17:30 PUBLIC AND PRIVATE LABORATORIES SYNERGIES
Abdurrahman Coskun (TR) 

17:30 - 17:45 COFFEE BREAK

SESSION 5: The role of Laboratory Medicine in health care for migrants and refugees

Moderation: Sergio Bernardini (IT) - Ali Al-Odaib (KSA)

17:45 - 18:15 SIGNIFCIANT IMPORTANCE OF LABORATORY MEDICINE IN THE HEALTH
OF PALESTINIAN REFUGEES IN WEST BANK AND GAZA
Osama Najjar (PLE)

18:15 - 18:45 A LAB FOR A CAMP? TOP TIPS TO DECIDE BETWEEN YES AND NO
Myrna Germanos (LB) 

18:45 - 19:15 THE LAB IN THE CAMP: ESSENTIAL NEEDS FOR LABS TESTING
AND SAMPLE COLLECTION AND TRANSPORT TO CENTRAL HOSPITAL LABS
Sanja Stankovic (SRB) 

19:15 - 19:45 CONNECTIVITY AND  COMPUTER  SCIENCES  APPLICATIONS  IN  LABORATORY  
MEDICINE: AN OPPORTUNITY TO SHARE PATIENT CARE IN THE MEDITERRANEAN AREA
Sergio Bernadini (IT)
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Day 3 
OCTOBER 4

08:15 - 09:00 ORAL PRESENTATIONS
Moderation: Evgenia Konsta

08:15 - 08:25 CONCURRENT MOLECULAR CHARACTERIZATION OF SAND FLIES AND LEISHMANIA 
PARASITES BY AMPLICON-BASED NEXT-GENERATION SEQUENCING
Al-Taradeh Mohammad (PLE)

08:25 - 08:35 SYSTEMATIC COMPARISON OF DIFFERENT DERIVATISATION REAGENTS FOR 
DETERMINATION OF MULTIPLE VITAMIN D3 METABOLITES USING LC-MS/MS - LONG-TERM 
STABILITY DETERMINATION OF CHEMICAL DERIVATIVES
Alexandridou Anastasia (DE)

08:35 - 08:45 ELEVATED LUTEINIZING HORMONE DESPITE NORMAL TESTOSTERONE LEVELS IN NEWLY 
DIAGNOSED PROSTATE CANCER PATIENTS 
Najat Dereen (IR)

08:45 - 08:55 WHAT IF WE ASK ABOUT AMMONIUM LEVELS? A CASE REPORT 
Martínez Mayordomo Josefina (SP)

09:00 - 09:30 LECTURE 2
Moderation: Khosrow Adeli (CA) IFCC President - Christos Tsatsanis (GR)
GENETICS AND PERSONALIZED MEDICINE: THE FUTURE FOR GREECE
AND THE MEDITERRANEAN REGION
Konstatinos Stratakis (GR)

SESSION 6: Newborn screening in the Mediterranean area

Moderation: Khosrow Adeli (CA) IFCC President – Sofia Siest (FR) 

09:30 - 10:00 OVERVIEW OF THE NATIONAL NEWBORN DCREENING PROGRAM IN SAUDI ARABIA
Ali N Al-Odaib (KSA)

10:00 -10:30 NEWBORN SCREENING IN GREECE AND THE BALKAN AREA
Eleftheria Hatzidaki (GR) 

10:30 - 11:00 NEWBORN SCREENING IN ISRAEL
Suha Daas (IL)

11:00 - 11:30 HOW TO COLLABORATE TO IMPROVE THE SCREENING POWER IN LOW OR MIDDLE 
INCOMES COUNTRIES: TF-GNS AND THE ROLE OF IFCC
Khosrow Adeli (CA)

11:30 - 12:00 COFFEE BREAK

SESSION 7: Improving immigrant and refugee access to primary care (II)

Moderation:  Eleni Bairaktari (GR) - Rania Abu Seir (PLE) 

12:00 -12:30 CLINICAL IMPACT AND DIAGNOSTIC CHALLENGES OF TESTING
FOR TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURIES ON THE BORDER
Joan Montaner (SP)
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Day 3 
OCTOBER 4

12:30 - 13:00 COMMUNITY-BASED SCREENING FOR PREDIABETES
AND DIABETES WITH LIMITED RESOURCES 
Ioannis Kyriazis (GR)

13:00 - 13:30 THE IMPACT OF REFUGEE AND IMMIGRANT MOVEMENT
ON BLOOD TRANSFUSION SERVICES 
Elisavet Grouzi (GR) 

13:30 - 14:00 THE EFFECTIVENESS OF MIGRANT AND REFUGEE
SCREENING FOR COMMUNICABLE DISEASES  
Apostolos Veizis (GR)

14:00-15:00 LIGHT LUNCH

SESSION 8: How to improve the benchmark and monitoring of vaccine efficacy 

Moderation:  Mario Plebani (IT) - Robin Abu Ghazaleh (PLE) 

15:00 - 15:30 INFECTIOUS DISEASE VACCINE PLATFORMS: PAVING THE WAY FOR NEW VACCINE AND 
THERAPEUTIC NANOMEDICINE PRODUCTS
Sophia Antimisiaris (GR) 

15:30 - 16:00 HOW TO MONITOR VACCINE EFFICACY
AND THE DURATION OF PROTECTION
Mario Plebani (IT) 

16:00 - 16:30 HARMONIZATION/STANDARDIZATION OF SEROLOGICAL TESTS
Ian Young (UK) 

16:30 - 17:00 IMMUNE RESPONSE AND VACCINATION INDICES OF PROTECTION AND VACCINE EFFICA-
CY: EXAMPLE OF ANTI-COVID-19 VACCINE
Hechmi Louzir (TN)

17:00 - 17:30 COFFEE BREAK

SESSION 9: Integrated Diagnostics on reduced resources environments  

Moderation:  Michael Neumaier (DE) - Abdelhalim Chabou (ALG) 

17:30 - 18:00 IMPROVING DIAGNOSTICS OF CARDIOMETABOLIC DISEASE THROUGH INTEGRATED 
MULTI-OMICS APPROACHES
Miron Sopić (SRB)

18:00 - 18:30 INTEGRATED DIAGNOSIS:
EVIDENCE BASED THERAPY GUIDANCE IN ONCOLOGY
Tomris Ozben (TR)

18:30 - 19:00 ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE TOOLS FOR
INTEGRATED DIAGNOSIS AND BIG DATA MANAGEMENT
Michael Neumaier (DE) 
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Day 4 
OCTOBER 5

08:30 - 09:00 ORAL PRESENTATIONS
Moderation: Eleni Bairaktari

08:30 - 08:40 QUALITY ASSESMENT OF TOTAL TESTING PROCESS AND PREANALYTICAL ERRORS IN A 
LAB FOR A CAMP: WHERE ARE WE IN COVID-19 PANDEMIC?
Pap Dragana (SRB)

08:40 - 08:50 THE ASSOCIATION OF SEMINAL PLASMA BIOCHEMICAL CONSTITUENTS LEVEL AND 
DIFFERENT SEMINAL CONDITIONS
Bartolovic Daniela (SRB)

08:50 - 09:00 CORRELATIONS BETWEEN D-DIMER, C REACTIVE PROTEIN AND HEMATOLOGIC DATA IN 
OUTPATIENTS WITH COVID-19
Shllaku Hamide (ALB)

09:00 - 11:00 SESSION 10: Training and education in Lab Medicine: towards a common Syllabus

Moderation:  Evgenija Homsak (SVN) - Manel Chaabane (TN)

09:00 - 09:20 EU SYLLABUS FOR TRAINING IN LABORATORY MEDICINE
Evgenija Homsak (SVN)  

09:20 - 09:40 POST DEGREE TRAINING IN LABORATORY MEDICINE IN TUNISIA
Khalil Ben Abdallah (TN) 

09:40 - 10:00 POST DEGREE TRAINING IN LABORATORY MEDICINE THE YOUNG SCIENTISTS POINT OF VIEW
Evgenia Konsta (GR) 

10:00 - 10:20 POST-GRADUATE EDUCATION IN LABORATORY MEDICINE IN TURKEY
Aylin Sepici (TR) 

10:20 - 10:40 OBJECTIVES OF TASK GROUP OF YOUNG SCIENTISTS - NETWORK
Aleksei Tikhonov (FR)

10:40 - 11:00 DISCUSSION

11:00 - 12:00 SATELITE SYMPOSIUM
Sponsored by ABBOTT

12:00 - 12:30 COFFEE BREAK

SESSION 11: BCLF SESSION BCLF Session
Moderation: Dobrin Svinarov (BG) BCLF president - Tomris Ozben (TR) EFLM president

12:30 -13:00 CLINICAL MASS SPECTOMETRY - A MAJOR TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCES DRIVER IN 
LABORATORY MEDICINE
Dobrin Svinarov (BG)

13:00 - 13:15 PHARMACOGENETIC ASPECTS OF ACENOCOUMAROL THERAPY IN PATIENTS WITH 
CARDIAC SURGERY: THE EFFECTS OF CYP2C9 AND VKORC1 GENE POLYMORPHISMS
Milena Velizarova (BG)

13:15 - 13:30 SPECIALIZATION IN MEDICAL BIOCHEMISTRY IN THE REPUBLIC OF NORTH MACEDONIA 
-  FUTURE PERSPECTIVES
Jasna Bogdanska (MK) - North Macedonian Society of Medical Biochemistry and Laboratory Medicine

13:30 - 13:50 ACCREDITATION FROM A POSITIVE LEADERSHIP PERSPECTIVE
Katerina Tosheska-Trajkovska (MK) - North Macedonian Society of Medical Biochemistry and Laboratory Medicine

13:50 - 14:10 NON-ALCOHOLIC FATTY LIVER DISEASE-WHERE DO WE STAND TODAY?
Aleksandra Klisic (ME) - Montenegrin Association of Clinical Chemistry and Laboratory Medicine

14:10 - 14:30 ESSENTIAL TRACE ELEMENTS: COMPLEX CROSS-TALKS IN INFLAMMATION
Irena Dimitrova Ivanova (BG)

14:45 - 15:30 CONCLUSIONS, AWARDS, AND TAKE HOME MESSAGES 
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SCIENTIFIC INFORMATION

ONSITE PRESENTATION

You are kindly requested to deliver your presentation(s) to the 
technical support personnel at least one (1) hour before the beginning 
of the Session that you participate.
If the presentation is scheduled early in the morning, you are kindly 
requested to check your presentation with the technical support 
personnel the day before.

ORAL PRESENTATIONS

Duration: Each oral presentation should not exceed 5 minutes. It will 
be followed by 2 minutes discussion.
Speakers are strongly advised to be consistent with the time slots (as 
provided by the scientific program), respect the flow of each session 
and the exact time available for each presentation.

e-POSTER VIEWING

All e-posters will be displayed on exclusive plasma screens (ppt form) 
and will be available during all Sessions of the Meeting and online on 
a special section of the official Meeting website.

e-ABSTRACT BOOK

All abstracts of the oral and poster presentations will be included 
in the e-Abstract Book, which will be available on the conference 
website: www.lm4ms.gr.
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GENERAL INFORMATION

2, Ygias Street, Heraklion – Crete
Tel: +30 2818-100100
Web: www.hotelatlantis.com 

Aquila Atlantis Hotel is the perfect setting for all kinds of meetings, perfectly located in the heart of Herakleion city.
Conference rooms are equipped with the latest technology in order to facilitate the conference functions.

CONGRESS VENUE
Aquila Atlantis Hotel, Heraklion, Crete
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SCIENTIFIC PROGRAMME

Sunday, October 2nd, 2022  15:30 - 19:00

Monday, October 3rd, 2022 08:30 - 19:45

Tuesday, October 4th, 2022 08:30 - 19:00

Wednesday, October 5th, 2022 08:30 - 15:00

SECRETARIAT/TECHNICAL SUPPORT/EXHIBITION

Sunday, October 2nd, 2022 14:00 - 19:00

Monday, October 3rd, 2022 07:30 - 19:45

Tuesday, October 4th, 2022 07:30 - 19:00

Wednesday, October 5th, 2022 07:30 - 15:00

LANGUAGE & TIME
The official language of the Conference is English. Simultaneous translation (interpretation) will not be provided.
The Conference will be held in Eastern European Summer Time Zone (EEST) (CET+1 or GMT+3)
Conference rooms are equipped with the latest technology in order to facilitate the conference functions.

LIABILITY AND INSURANCE
The Organizers as well as the Organizing-Administrative Bureau of LM4MS will assume no liability for injuries or 
losses of any nature incurred by participants and/or accompanying persons, or for the damage, loss, or theft of their 
personal property during the Symposium. Participants are advised to take out their own health, travel, and personal 
insurance.

LIVE WEBCASTING – VIDEOS ON DEMAND
All the videos of the Conference will be available on demand through the official website   WWW.LM4MS.ORG

ORGANIZING-ADMINISTRATIVE BUREAU/SECRETARIAT
Conferre SA: “The Art of Bringing People Together”
St. Niarhou Avenue, GR 45 500 Ιoannina, Greece,
Τel: +30 26510 68610, Fax: +30 26510 68611
E-mail: info@conferre.gr, Website: www.conferre.gr

OFFICIAL WEBSITE
Keep updated through the official website WWW.LM4MS.ORG

REGISTRATION
For information regarding your registration options please visit the official website  WWW.LM4MS.ORG

DATES & HOURS
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REGISTRATION FEES

Pre-registration 150,00€

On-site registration 200,00€

Online 100,00€

Students FREE

HERAKLION CITY VIRTUAL TOUR

We hope that you will find great pleasure in 
exploring the City of Heraklion with us!
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Heraklion is the capital of Crete and one of the Mediterranean region’s most fascinating and vibrant cities. It is full of 
places to discover. With the current efforts to open up the wonderful mediaeval city centre, it speaks to us of a past full 
of history and great events that reflect its location at the crossroads of three continents.

The city is also the commercial and technological centre of the island. It has a strategic geopolitical position in the south-
eastern Mediterranean Sea connecting three continents and many different cultures. It offers a wealth of museums, 
a summer-long arts festival, historical sightseeing, amazing nightlife and events throughout the year. Whatever the 
purpose of your visit, your stay in Heraklion will be one to remember.

HOW TO REACH HERAKLION 

FERRIES TO HERAKLION
You can easily reach Heraklion from Athens by ferry, since there is a daily connection with Piraeus port, all year round. 
The trip lasts from 6 to 8 hours. During summer, you can also reach some islands of Cyclades and Dodecanese from 
the port of Heraklion, like Santorini, with which Heraklion is connected on a daily basis. Once per week, Heraklion is 
linked by ferry with Mykonos, Paros and Milos, while three times per week Heraklion is connected with Karpathos, 
Kassos and Rhodes.

FLIGHTS TO HERAKLION
Heraklion International Airport “Nikos Kazantzakis” is the second busiest airport in Greece. All year round, it receives 
flights from Athens, Thessaloniki and Larnaka, while during summer it also receives flights from many countries around 
Europe. The flight time from Athens to Heraklion is about 45 minutes.
Upon your arrival, it is a nice idea to take a taxi for your transfer, since the airport is located in the region of Nea 
Alikarnassos, 5 km away from the Town centre.

WELCOME TO HERAKLION
About the city: Heraklion, Crete
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